
   

 

Hidden Standards:  
What You Don't Know Can Bite You 
William B. Tracy, AIA  
Building Area Measurement, LLC 
Greenwood Village, Colo.  

Architects employ published standards as tools for specifying building 
materials and methods. Their clients also make agreements with others that 
incorporate published standards. Architects must know certain of those 
standards because ignorance of them can come back to bite them. 

For example, your client can also be a landlord or a real estate manager. 
Leases typically state the size of the premises or the space to be leased, 
and the size of the premises is often specified by a published standard like 
BOMA's standard method of measuring floor area in office building 
(ANSI/BOMA Z65.1). 

Because there are no laws in the U.S. that require landlords to adopt any 
specific measurement standards, there is wide variation in space 
measurement practices. Reading the landlord's standard lease is the best 
way to understand how to measure space for leasing. If the lease cites a 
measurement standard, the architect must become familiar with it and use 
its methods and terminology in all area calculations and correspondence. 

Architects have been sued by landlords for mistakes in lease area 
calculations, and those lawsuits tend to be large. Often they are caused not 
by math errors (CAD is handy this way), but by lack of communication 
about which standard to apply, or by lack of clear understanding of the 
provisions of a particular standard. 

Because of this liability, many architects put disclaimers on all their area 
calculations. This can be a problem for landlords. Usually, an architect has 
better area calculation tools than the landlord does, and also a better 
understanding of the building. Architects can be of better service to their 
clients if they master published floor area measurement standards and 
apply their technology tools (CAD and spreadsheets) to provide reliable 
lease areas to their clients. 

For more information on building area measurement practices and 
standards, see www.BuildingAreaMeasurement.com. 

 

FEATURED ARTICLES  
How BOCA, ICBO, and SBCCI 

Became ICC  
Code Search Methodology 

and Process  
Urban Heat Island 
Keep Your Eyes on the Job 
Better Relationships for 

Better Code and Design 
Results 
 
TIPS  

Hidden Standards: What You 
Don ’t Know Can Bite You 

Braced Wall Lines Tip From 
the 2003 International 
Residential Code 

To Those Skeptics 
Code Classes   
Keeping Pace with Building 

Codes  
Building Codes and the 

Authority Having Jurisdiction   
Energy Codes  
Your Code Book May Contain 

Substantial Errors  
International Building Code 

2000   
Simple Ways to Meet Code 

Requirements 
 
RESOURCES 

SPF Journal Home  
SPF on AIA.org  
Explore More Knowledge 

Communities  

Join the AIA| Contact AIA | Calendar | Privacy | Search | AIA.org Home  
 

Copyright 2003 The American Institute of Architects. All rights reserved.  

Page 1 of 1Small Project Forum Journal -- Hidden Standards: What You Don't Know Can Bite You

10/6/2003http://www.aia.org/spf/newsletter/0309/hidden_standards.asp


